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TECH GIANT’S BIG RELEASE PARTY 


Still draws a crowd: 
People began lining 
up outside Bay Area 


r Apple stores as early as 
IPHO ‘ | D \ Sunday to get the new 
@ flagship phone on Friday 
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An Apple employee smiles as he shows 5-year-old Aadhyan Vaka the Animoji feature on the new iPhone X at the Apple 
store in San Francisco on Friday. The new iPhone X was released to crowds of enthusiastic Apple fans. 


By Seung Lee 


slee@bayareanewsgroup.com 


To nab their coveted 
spot at the front of the line 
for Apple’s deluxe iPhone 
X, Justin Harris and 
Ross Hendrix of Oakland 
camped out for five days 
at San Francisco’s Union 
Square Apple Store. 

By Friday morning, 
they had plenty of com- 
pany. Hundreds of other 
eager fans brought sleep- 
ing bags, yoga mats and 
chairs to brave lines that 
Apple hasn’t seen in years 
for a new phone. 

But with the release 
of the company’s deluxe 
iPhone X, starting at $999, 
Apple appears to have re- 
gained its mojo. A throng 
of people more than 300 
strong snaked around 
Post and Powell streets in 
San Francisco with similar 
lines at stores in Palo Alto, 


New York City, London and 
Sydney. 

Such signs of strong de- 
mand for the new iPhone 
X and iPhone 8 seemed 
to wipe away memories 
of a previous iPhone sales 
slump. Just six months 
ago, Apple was reporting 
a decline in year-to-year 
iPhone sales, triggering 
questions about whether 
the Cupertino technology 
giant might have lost its 
Midas touch. 

On Friday, however, the 
Apple faithful lined up 
and the buzz around the 
iPhone X release briefly 
lifted shares of the world’s 
most valuable company to 
a record high of $174.26 
Friday morning, before the 
stock closed at $172.50, up 
2.6 percent for the day. 

Thanks to a bevy of 
new features from cutting- 
edge Face ID to a bezel-less 
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Ross Hendrix, 20, of Oakland, smiles after being handed 
his new iPhone X as his friend Justin Harris, 21, center, 
and an Apple employee also take a look at the new phone. 


"It’s not that I had to have it. It’s 
that I wanted to have it." 
— Ross Hendrix, second in line for a $999 iPhone X 


More online: See video of Apple CEO Tim Cook 
greeting the iPhone faithful Friday in the store in 
Palo Alto. WWW.MERCURYNEWS.COM 


HEALTHY LIVING 


Soda: Worse for kids than we thought 


Studies reinforce connection between 
sugary soft drinks, Type 2 diabetes 


By Karen D'Souza 
kdsouza@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


How much is too much 
soda for your kids? The 
truth is alarming. 

It turns out the sugary 
soft drinks may well be 
helping drive the boom in 
childhood diabetes, USA 
Today reports. Two-thirds 
of kids drink at least one 
soda on any given day, ac- 
cording to a recent study 
from the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Preven- 


nearly a quarter of Ameri- 
can children aged 12 to 19 
have either Type 2 diabetes 
or prediabetes, according 
to a 2012 study in the jour- 
nal Pediatrics. It doesn’t 
take a scientific genius to 
see that there may be some 
link between consuming 
massive amounts of soda 
and hurting your health. 
“Were not talking about 
people in their latter stages 
of life,” says Shawn MclIn- 
tosh, executive director 
of Sugar Free Kids Mary- 
land, which has been lob- 
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KRISTOPHER SKINNER — STAFF ARCHIVES 


Marco Navaro, 12, sips on a strawberry soda outside 
a market on the corner of First Street and Macdonald 


HUMANS DRIVE WARMING 


Agency 
report 
refutes 
Trump 


White House doesn’t try 
to stop assessment that 
contradicts administration 


By Chris Mooney, Juliet Eilperin 
and Brady Dennis 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON » The Trump administration re- 
leased a dire scientific report Friday calling hu- 
man activity the dominant driver of global warm- 
ing, a conclusion at odds with White House de- 
cisions to withdraw from a key international 
climate accord, champion fossil fuels and reverse 
Obama-era climate policies. 

To the surprise of some scientists, the White 
House did not seek to prevent the release of the 
government’s National Climate More 
Assessment, which is mandated inside: 
by law. The report affirms that pending 
climate change is driven al- House Re- 
most entirely by human action, publican tax 
warns of potential sea-level rise overhaul still 
as high as eight feet by the year may take aim 
2100, and details climate-related 3+ vital Afford- 
damage across the United States able Care Act 
that is already unfolding asa re- mand ate, law- 
sult of 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit of maker says. 
global warming since 1900. PACEAS 

“It is extremely likely that hu- 
man influence has been the dominant cause of 
the observed warming since the mid-20th cen- 
tury,” the document reports. “For the warming 
over the last century, there is no convincing al- 
ternative explanation supported by the extent of 
the observational evidence.” 

The report’s release underscores the extent 
to which the machinery of the federal scientific 
establishment, operating in multiple agencies 

CLIMATE » PAGE6 


‘RED ALERT FOR CALIFORNIA’ 


Affordable 
housing under 
GOP tax ax? 


Advocates: Congressional plan 
threatens $2.2B in exemptions 


By Katy Murphy 


kmurphy@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SACRAMENTO » Less than two months after Cali- 
fornia passed hard-fought bills to build more sub- 
sidized rental housing for the poor, affordable- 
housing advocates are reeling from a federal tax- 
reform proposal that could grind that momentum 
to a halt and wipe out an existing program that 
created roughly 20,000 such homes last year. 

The GOP tax proposal, if passed in its current 
form, would take away tax exemptions that gen- 
erate $2.2 billion annually for affordable hous- 
ing construction in California. For context: The 
recession-era elimination of state redevelopment 
funding in 2011 — a move widely criticized as 
devastating to affordable housing — amounted 
to losses of roughly $1 billion per year. 

“This is definitely a red alert for California,” 
said Matt Schwartz, president and CEO of Cal- 
ifornia Housing Partnership, a San Francisco- 
based nonprofit housing organization. “The time 
is now for anybody who cares about our contin- 
ued ability to produce affordable rental homes 
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